NOTICE OF INTENTIONS GIVEN   1st   Xl  239,   Nonnington  228  for  8  

	Nonnington are what is known as a “ yo-yo side” in that they flit between the Second and Third Divisions and it is two years since we visited their ground, a day that coincided with the England football team’s quarter- final clash with Sweden in the World Cup – seem to recall that our training kit, reminiscent of the Swedish team shirts, caused a certain amount of consternation at the time  
	They beat us on that occasion but it was not enough to save them from relegation. 
However,  they bounced straight back, and as champions of Division Three,  losing just four games in 2019 
	‘Mitch’ won the toss, elected to bat and Velson and Josh got us off to the best start of the season before Josh was adjudged lbw for 52, his best innings of the season and full of fine strokes to every part of the ground with the score on 92.  Velson followed soon afterwards, bowled by a ball that pitched outside the off stump and then hit middle for 26 , but with the score on 96 for 2  in the 23rd  over, thoughts of a total in excess of 250 were tangible
	The two Matts, Golding and Abbett, now took centre stage but when the former inexplicably missed a straight ball, Syd Sherlock and Louis Pryor followed cheaply and ‘Mabbs’, inevitably, was caught on the boundary, there was a lot of work needed to be done 
	Enter the skipper to play by far his best innings of the season to top score with 54, the perfect innings for the situation. ‘Mitch’ has many fine qualities – he has a full range of shots,  which makes it very difficult to set a field to him, an ability to turn ones into twos and twos into threes but, and  most importantly of all,  can boil an egg to perfection 
	After his departure, Ishmail hit a quick-fire 19 and although we were bowled out with three balls remaining, a total of 239 was not far short of the 250 anticipated after that splendid start 
	Jason Cork, 4 for 55, was the pick of the Nonnington bowlers, eventually trapping ‘Mitch’ lbw and then accounting for the bulk of the lower order 
	DEW then struck in his second over to give us an early lift and with John Rodda bowling   their other opener we were in the driving seat, but Daniel Pilbeam (34) and Daniel McHugh (32) held us up before ‘Mitch’ trapped the former in front and Eliot then clean bowled the latter to reduce them to 110 for 4. 
	Even so, Nonnington were ahead of us in the run rate  at this stage of the game and a stand of 71 between Jamie Burrett (30) and Shemyl Burns (41) further enhanced their position, so there was sheer relief when they were dismissed within four balls of each other to see our hosts on 173 for 6, which soon to become 175 for 7. 
	Daniel Betts (23 n.o) then did his best to steer his side to victory and although they only lost one more wicket, some tight OW bowling restricted their run rate and they finished 11 runs short of our total 
	So the 1st Xl’s good start to the season continues – it’s now three wins out of four – and the rest of the league have been given notice of our intentions 
	Interesting statistic: There were five lbw decisions given in this game – three against us and two in our favour – and all were proclaimed  by the same umpire, Dominic Cummings. And it could have been more, for he arrived half an hour late after driving 30 miles in order to test his eyes 
MOM: ‘Mitch’ – a captain’s innings in the true sense of the word 
(Velson) Devearajulu Lawrence.J Golding Abbett (Syd)Sherlock Pryor Mitchell Rodda.J September Bettridge Ellicott-White 



				Averages 

				Batting 

				Ings		N.O.	Run	HS		Avge

M. Mitchell 			3		1	76	54		38.00		
M. Abbett			4		0	144	65		36.00
M.Golding			4		0	133	85		33.25
(Velson) Devarajulu		4		0	103	52		25.75 
L. Pryor			4		2	50	33		25.00 
J. Lawrence 			4		0	86	52		21.50 
(Syd) Sherlock 		4		1	64	36*		21,33
I. September 			2		0	36	19		18.00
J. Rodda			2		0	22	16		11.00
E, Bettridge 			2		0	6	4		3.00 

Also batted:  D.Ellicott-White  11*  &  3*     *Not out 

				Bowling 

				Overs	Mdns	Runs	Wkts	Best			Avge

I. September			36.2	5	174	8	3 for 20		21.75
D. Ellicott-White		40	6	115	5	4 for 17 		23.00
E.Bettridge			36	1	142	6	3 for 36		23.67
J.Rodda			40	1	183	7	3 for 54 		26.14
M. Mitchell			40	2	165	4	1 for 25		41.25

Wicket-keeping   7  -  L. Pryor (7 ct) 
Catches   1 – Deverajulu,  Sherlock, Abbett, Ellicott-White., Lawrence , Bettridge  


UBIQUITOUS COOK IS THE DIFFERENCE   Sidcup 246 for 7,  2nd  Xl  240  for  8 

	This game was dominated by one man – the Sidcup opening bat Tim Cook, who was on the field of play for every ball, scored 121 not out and even had the audacity to take a catch; thankfully he did not bowl. So it was probably right and proper that he finished on the winning side but the 2nd Xl were only seven runs short of an exciting victory in a game that gleaned 486 runs in total 
	Cook hit the second ball he received for a single and then just got better and better as his innings progressed, hitting ten fours in an accomplished display of fine batting, seemingly finding all five OW bowlers to his liking and the fact that he scored more than half of his side’s runs,  from the bat,  indicates that his team-mates were more vulnerable to our talented five, Doug Forbes in particular causing problems and taking 3 for 51 whilst Guy Hannah was the economy winner, his ten overs realising just 35 runs 
	Initially Cook was helped by Andrew Copp (18) and Bradley Sargent (24) as the visitors raced to 113 for 2 in the 21st over but when Kevin Carruthers took two wickets with successive balls the innings stuttered. However Daniel Seaman (37) then joined Cook and they put on 78 for the fifth wicket before Seaman, attempting to leg glance Andrew Steel, succumbed to another fine catch by Sanath Dandeniya and a late flurry saw the innings reach a formidable 246 for 7 by the close 
	We needed a good start and Callum Steel (83) and Dan Seston (10) provided it before Dan fell victim to the perfect yorker and when Siva followed soon afterwards we were 51 for 2; enter Nick Morley, and he and Callum put on a magnificent 115 for the third wicket before Callum’s determined vigil came to an end and with Nick and Sanath both falling shortly afterwards,  we found ourselves on 176 for 5 with less than 11 overs remaining to score the 71 runs needed, and hard as Andrew Pomering (22), Andrew Steel (18 n.o) and David Pilgrim (17) fought, it proved a bridge too far and the 2nds succumbed to their second defeat of the season 
MOM: Callum Steel – back to his prodigious best in an innings full of fluency which will undoubtedly give him the confidence he needs for a successful season
Steel,C (Dan)Seston (Siva)Sivaranjan Morley.N Pomering.A Dandeniya Carruthers.K Pilgrim.D (Andrew)Steel Forbes.D Hannah 

					Averages 

					Batting 

				Ings		N.O.	Runs	HS		Avge

 (Andrew) Steel		4		3	71	34		71.00
D. Pilgrim			2		1	50	33*		50.00
A. Pomering 			4		0	137	54		34.25
N. Morley 			4		0	138	58		34.50 
(Siva) Sivaranjan		4		0	135	81		33.75
C. Steel 			4		0	109	83		27.25
K. Carruthers			4		2	44	25		22.00 
 (Dan) Seston			4		0	75	32		18.75
S. Dandeniya			4		0	33	19		8.25

Also batted:  D. Forbes  10*  & 1*       *not out 


					Bowling 

				Overs	Mdns	Runs	Wkts	Best			Avge

(Andrew) Steel 		40	3	177	9	3  for 35		19.66
D.Forbes			38	3	177	8	2 for 40		22.12
K. Carruthers 			40	2	183	7	4 for 48		26.14
D. Pilgrim 			38	0	151	5	4 for 49		30.20 
G, Hannah			36.5	0	165	4	2 for 51		41.25


Wicket-keeping   7  -  S. Dandeniya  (7ct) 

Catches   3  -  C.Steel,  Carruthers.K,   D. Forbes 2 – D.  Pilgrim,  1 – (Dan) Seston,  (Andrew) Steel, Morley.N 

NOTHING IS GOING TO STOP US NOW     Sidcup   176,    3rd    Xl  177  for  5 

	It would appear that the 3rd Xl are the Liverpool of the Kent Regional League, out-playing every opponent, opening up an impregnable lead at the top of the table and awaiting to be crowned champions – surely a mere formality – unless something untoward happens; some form of virus, perhaps, cricket is suspended and a ‘virtual’ game replaces it 
	Local rivals Sidcup were the latest victims of their almost perfect game succumbing by a substantial  five wickets and although the 3’s  only had four balls left of their innings when  they scored the winning run – the 3rd Xl do like to tease; it is part of their DNA – the result was never in doubt 
	Sidcup batted first – you have to admire their cheek – and started well, but with the score on 39 Adrian Crust (10) became Jeff Mascarenhas’s seventh victim of the season and before too long they were 61 for 4, including another catch for Mascarenhas. This man has become  a revelation and is  being compared to Godfrey Evans, another great Kent wicket-keeper 
	Sidcup were now very much reliant on opener Akhil Gupta (67) and William Newton (41 n.o) and although they shared in a useful sixth partnership Gupta’s dismissal left Newton to play with only the tail as company.  To his credit he manipulated the bowling magnificently as the last four wickets amassed 54 runs, a fine achievement against the league’s most potent attack, Nathan Carpenter finishing with 3 for 31 and Matt Carruthers 3 for 35 
	The 3rd Xl lost two early wickets and when Dave Jukes and Jon Carpenter both failed to reproduce the qualities that their early form had indicated, we slumped to 77 for 4. But Laurence Allen was still there and he was joined by Jeff Mascernhas and together they put on 65 before Jeff was bowled for 24 with the score on 142 for 5 and 35 runs  required
	Nathan Carpenter joined Laurence,  who was now inching towards a number of firsts – his first 100 for the Club, the first OW 100 of the season, the first 3rd Xl 100 against Sidcup, the first 3rd Xl 100 by the Club’s fixtures secretary when……… Nathan Carpenter scored the winning run to leave Laurence stranded on 94 not out 
	What a season our Vice-Chairman is having -  he has already scored  150   runs -   and what a side we have 
MOM: Laurence Allen – How cruel that he was denied his maiden century. I would like to say that he will have many  other opportunities………but I have seen him bat! 
Holland Nichols Allen Jukes.D Carpenter. J Mascarenhas Carpenter.N Carruthers.M Jukes.J Sullivan Nichols 


				Averages 

				Batting 

				Ings		N.O.	Runs	HS		Avge

L. Allen 			4		2	150	94*		75.00
J. Carpenter 			4		1	95	49		31.66
J. Mascarenhas		3		1	56	24		28.00
D. Nichols 			4		0	103	83		25.75 
J, Holland			4		0	91	40		22.75 
D. Jukes			4		0	73	44		18.25
M. Carruthers 			1		0		3		3.00

Also batted: N. Carpenter 19*,   17*  &  19* ,   J. Jukes  12*       *Not  out 



					Bowling 

				Overs	Mdns	Runs	Wkts	Best			Avge

N. Carpenter			27.2	2	102	8	3 for 29		12.75
J. Jukes 			31	2	119	8	3 for 22		14.87
M. Carruthers 			30	2	130	7	2 for 36		18.57
T. Sullivan			32	3	116 	6	3 for 22		19.33
R. Nichols 			30.5	1	139	5	2 for 24		27.80  

Wicket-keeping  8 – J. Mascarenhas  (68ct) 

Catches   3  -  J. Holland,    2  - Nichols, R   1-  L. Allen, Nichols. D, Carpenter,J, Jukes.D, Jukes.J , Sullivan  


